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subject of a later chapter, but the essential features were the same
as those, which have been treated of above. The chouth and
sardeshmukhi rights served, in the hands erf the Maratha leaders,
the same purpose of giving legitimacy and expansion to their power
which in the last century has resulted from the subsidiary alliances
and conquests made by the British Government This sxoiy of
expansion derives its chief interest from the fact that the members
of the confederacy achieved these conquests not as single states,
so much as by acting together in concert It contrasts significantly
with the fate which overtook the policy of isolation, at Kolhapur
and Tanjore, which states were cut off from the larger life which
the rights conferred by the chouth and sardeshmukhi grants secured
to Peshwas, Gaikwars, Sindias, Holkars, Bhonsles, Vinchurkars,
the Patawardhans, Bundele and other members of the confederacy.
Shahu's Councillors, on a memorable occasion, seriously discussed
the question whether the policy of expansion represented by the
Peshwa Bajirao, or the counsel of caution advised by the Pratinidhi
should prevail. Fired by the eloquence of the Peshwa, Shahu gave
the weight of his support to the policy of concealed advance, and
the results achieved by this confederate action of the powers are
mattes of history. The failure of the opposite policy of isolation,
enforced partly, by its position, was perhaps best illustrated in the
oldest conquests of the Marathas in the Southern India, and it is
proposed in the next chapter to illustrate the contrast presented by
the expansion noticed above with the inglorious story of this
separated branch of the Maratha race represented by tbe
descendants of Shivaji's brother enthroned at Tanjore.